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At six o'clock Mlko Donahue's alarm
clock went ott with bang and Mlko
arose, dressed, and had his coffee,
and took the lunch which Nora put
up for htm to the mill. lie entered
as tho whistle blew, and worked
thoro, except for tho tunch hour, till
tho whistle dismissed him at six.

That was Mike's II to, with the ex-

ception of Sunday, when he got up to
help his wife with tho washing of
dishes, and then went back to bed
again. He lay In bed all day, reading
tho Sunday paper. He finished it by
night, had supper, and went to sleep
till Monday.

In appearance ho was a clean old
man of sixty. He had once had those
ambitions which are supposed to be
the birthright of every American, but
bo bad lost those when Ellery died.

Ellcry had been the founder of tho
mill. It was Mike Donahuo who, In
those early days, soon after the Civil
war, came from Belfast with the now

g process, not then In use
In tho United States, and interested
Ellery. He could have bad a partner-
ship, but bo was too simple and Ignor-tin- t

to understand that, and Ellery
was not above turning the advantage
when the opportunity was so patent.
Alike had come to him and said:

"Mr. Ellery, I don't know how much
this process Is worth to you, but If
It's worth what It ought to be I'd look
for a Job In tho mill for the rest of my
days."

Mike had Jist married Nora Brady,
and the thought of unemployment
haunted him. Besides, there was a
baby coming. It ho could secure a
life position well, what more could
any man hope for?

He could save a dollar a week even
at the start, and Ellery would certain-
ly advance him. And this was done.

Confronted Jim Ellery With a Pistol.

Miko became foreman at twenty-fiv- e

ia week, and he and Nora and little
(Kathleen lived quite comfortably.
; Times changed. Tho mill prospered.
Ellery became a very rich man Indeed.
rThe sight of Mike, and tho knowledge
tof the unfair advantage that he had
taken, haunted old Ellery. His only

would Inherit the mill, was a
worthless scamp. The thought that it
should have been half Mike's, that his
town son had gone to college on what
be had squeezed out of the old man,
was gall to him. He offered Mike
flvo thousand dollars the utmost tbat
"his avarice would permit If he would
leave.

Mlko Donahuo proved amazingly
obdurate. He liked the work, he loved
the old mill, he would not know what
to do with himself if be left. He re
fused the offer and then Ellery died.

Jim Eltery"s first act was to dis-
charge the old employee. When Mike,
furious, confronted him with the
agreement, ho took him back as a

hand. Mike worked on at twelve dol-

lars weekly.
Jim had his own reasons for want-

ing to get rid of Mike. They devel
oped about three months later, when
Jim Ellery married Kathleen, who had
been educated with the last penny of
h ir father's savings. She had the airs
and manners of a lady. She was In
norway Inferior to him.

No sooner was Kathleen married
then she dropped her parents. The
final Interview was memorable. Mike
and Nora'were in tears, Kathleen, in
her now ball gown, shifted herself
uneasily from one satin shoe to the
other.

"Won't you never come 'and see us,
then, Kitty?" asked Mlko. unable to
realize the Impending tragedy.

"You are acting unfairly, father,"
answered the girl. "I owe a duty to
my husband and to myself. It we let
It bo known that my father works
In the mill, and Is an Ignorant, Illiter
ate old man, I shall have no social
standing in the town at all. At present
they don t know. And It you have
any affection for me "

"Sure, you're the only one I over
bore!" wt&t Nora. "What'll we do
bow we're old?"

"If father likes to lpave tho mill
and settle' somewhere qufetly In tho
country, not less man nunarea miles
distant, my husband will pay him fif
teen dollars a week for life."

"I'll see you 'n -- in the mill first,
Kathleen," answered old Mike,

"You won't leave the mill? You In
telst on working here for ten dollars
a week to spite mo?"

"Easy, easy, my girl I This Is my
Job, and I'm not going to leave It to
$ako that scamp a money,"
( "James Is not a scamp!"
' "And it soeme to nie, Nora, darling,
(that It our own girl Is that bad, why
we've got to make up our minds to
loa her," said Mlko to his wire.

Kutbjeon took herself, satin slip-
pers and all, out of tho cottage. Her

heart waB bursting with shame and
also with But was
she to bo tied forever to that old,
Ignorant laborer and bis wito she
with expensive tastes?

The town was Just largo enough for
her story not to bo widely known,
liy steering her way cautiously, and
Inventing a talo about an old couple
whom she had befriended, she man
aged to shako her skirts clean of her
parents. Her husband, in his rage,
threatened to put Mlko out of bis Job;
but the stubborn old man threatened
to sue, and that would mean wide
publicity. 3o Mlko remained.

This went on for years aftor Kath
leen's marriage. Ho had never heard
of her. He had seen her once, rid
ing In her cur. She was gowned like

princess and splendidly bcjewolcd.
Then a lawyer came to soo Mike.

There had been rumors for somo time
of extravaganco In tho management
of tho mill; It was thought things
wero not going well. Hut everyone
knew Jim Ellery had no business head.
Mike should have been manager, it
his father had been an honest man
Mike, who, working as a laborer.
nevertheless know the complicated
process from Vie foundations up.
Mike could have told Jim Ellery what
was wrong, why the cheap flax was
unable to tako the aniline. Uut Mlko
was only a laborer, remember.

Thb lawyer came on a Sunday, and
Mike got out of bed to receive him.
apologizing for his flowered dressing-gown- ,

which Nora had made for him
the last Christmas.

Tho lawyer waved his apologies
aside.

"Listen to mo carefully, Mr. Dona
hue," ho said. "You should by right
have had better treatment from Mr.
Ellery than you had."

"I don t know," said Mike, stub
bornly loyal to tho remory of the
Ellery he bad once known and loved.
He kept his word by me."

'Ho repented on his deathbed," said
the lawyer. "He let", you a half share
In tho mill and made you manager for
life. That will was suppressed by Mr.
James Ellery. He Is at your mercy
now, for all has come .0 light. 1 rep-

resent an Interest which wants to buy
the mill and glvo publicity to the af
fair."

'Yes, Blr," said Mike.
'A warrant can be Bworn out for

Mr. Ellery's arrest. We can get an
Injunction tying up the money "

What for would you be tying up
the money?" demanded Mike.

The lawyer started to explain all
over again. Mike listened patiently.

Well, you see," he explained, "my
daughter's married to him. So it
wouldn't do to bring her Into disgrace.
would It?"

"But she has neglected you," said
the lawyer. "It Is a scandal. And the
mill Is half yours. We want to buy
your Interest. It Is worth four hun
dred thousand dollars at least. And
you will have the position of man
ager "

"Well, you see," said Mike, "I have
life Job here. And a manager Is

sort of uncertain. And then, what
would we be doing with four hundred
thousand dollars at our age? No, mis-
ter, nobody's going to Jockey me out
of my Job. I earn my- ten, and" I'll
go on earning It till I die. And say!
If there's any trouble about Jim, Just
remember that he's a good boy, and 1

stand by him to the last penny of my
four hundred thousand. Remember
that, will you?"

It was Ellery's lawyer who came
next. He came humbly, to beg Mike
to consent to an agreement whereby
be could wriggle out of his liabilities
and escape the charge of fraud. Mike
signed the papers without looking par
ticularly. He only assured himself
that his Job was not being taken away
from him.

"You see," he explained to the law
yer, who had the grace to look
ashamed, "now that there's only the
wife to tako care for, X guess my ten
a week will provide for us won't It,
Nora, girl?"

And all his anger against his daugh
ter died. It was his money, after all,
tbat was buying her those gowns, had
bought th'e car, was providing for her
every minute.

If he had pressed Ellery he would
have been a rich man, but life would
have been utterly empty for him.
Because he relinquished all, be gained
all. For the day came when his daugh-
ter kneeled before him and Nora, im-

ploring for forgiveness.
"All that we have Is yours," she

said. "Forgive us I Jim wants you
to live with us, and and you con keep
your Job it you want to, and and
when baby comes we're going to
name him Michael, or Nora, If It's a
girl. Won't you come, fathe-- ?

mother?"
Sure and I'll come," said Mike, clap

ping on his hat, to find vent for his
emotions. "But I keep the Job, Kath-
leen!"

Circumstances Alter Cases.
Pat Cassldy purchased a new au

tomobile, and while still Inexperi
enced In the handling of It he drove
down one of the crowded thorough'
fares of tho city. Coming to a cross
ing where traffic was held up, he lost
control of tho car and ran squarely
into a handsome limousine. The crowd
which gathered found the situation
amusing, and to add to Pat s discom
flture, the crossing policeman, a big
Irishman, commenced to berate him,

"Since when did you learn to drolve
a car?" demanded the officer. "What's
yer name?" "Cassldy," answered Pat
"So? said the policeman, interested
ly. "And where aro you from?"
"County Clare," said Pat "Say," said
the cop, "how tho dlvtl did that fellow
back into you?" Chicago Journal.

Anniversaries of Snakebite
A curious fact, and one not general

ly know. Is the recurring symptom of
snakebite on or about me anniversary
of a bite. The victim of a snakebite
may have these recurring symptoms
for ten or twelve years, and there is a
case on record where the recurring
symptoms lasted for twenty-rv- e years,

Naval and Military Terms.
Most of our military terms aro

French, and naval terms aro Anglo- -

Saxon.

Queen Ants That Lived Long.
Queen ants have been kxown to lira

fifteen years.
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Convertible Coat of Sealqtte I '
-

'
I
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One of the handsome long coats of
plush which dealers prefer to call by
Its new name "fur-fabric- " Is shown
In the picture above. It merits the
consideration of the woman who wants
a coat to serve many occasions, and is
entitled to bo called "'sealette," by a
which namo the manufacturers have
christened the fabric used in it. This is
a rich, glossy plush of so dark a
brown that It might bo classed among
tho various blacks.

The coat Is long, nearly covering tho
dress, and hangs almost straight at
tho front. It Is semtfltted at the
back, but loosely adjusted to tho fig-

ure. There are wide revers at the
front which may be rolled forward
when the turnover collar Is brought
up close about the neck. Large cov-
ered buttons, like the material of
the coat, are used for fastening at the
front and one Is set at each side of
the back at the waist line.

The wide collar and deep cuffs of
white fur are made separate and
fastened to the coat when it is to
do duty for evening or dressy after
noon wear. They are not Intended.
for tho workaday world of every day,
hut to convert a very practical coat
Into a g garment suited to a
special occasions. There Is nothing

c Something New

Something new In neckwear haB
lately been added to the array of crisp
end dainty pieces that camo In with
the fall season. The new arrivals aro
made of the same materials but have
taken their cue from the high collars
of wraps and street gowns, and their
foundation is a band, fitting close
about the neck, and as wide as It can
be worn.

To this band of thin material, wings.
tabu, and flaring pieces are added in
a variety of shapes and finish that
seems unlimited. Fine embroidery on
sheer fabrics makes them elegant, but
their crisp daintiness Is a fragile
quality, and henco It Is necessary to
replace them often, for it is Just these
qualities that they are expected to
lend to tho costume. Two good ex-

amples of these novelties are pictured
here and they serve to show the es-

sential features of all of them.
The design at the left might be

made, apparently, from embroidered
handkerchiefs. It Is merely a fitted
band of organdie finished at tho edges
with small buttonhole-stitche- d seal'
lops and having a flaring piece of the
same kind set on at each side. The
surface is decorated with scattered
embroidered 'dots and little Sower
sprays.

Braid Embroidery.
A fancy braid la being used a great

deal to- - embellish designs on table
runners and cushions. The braid
comes In a variety of colors and Is
used In connection with herringbone,
buttonhole, skeleton and many other
embroidery stitches. A very good il-

lustration of the effoct the braid and
various stitches glvo Is noticed on a
table runner of natural linen exhibit
ed by an excellent shop. On elthor
end a conventional floral design is
stamped. Tho leaves and .stems ot

more durable than a coat of this kind
In a good quality of the handsome
pile fabric used for making It.

With the addition of the whlto fur
collar and cuffs, white gloves and

shoes are donned, and
smart, dressy hat finishes a toilette

quite up to the demands of fulljdress.

Dresses for Girls.
High waist lines are tho rule for the

little girls' thin dressf s. Like grown-
up dresses, the skirts of these dresses
are very flaring and frilly.

The skirts of tullo and chiffon
dresses or those of lingerie, batiste or
very thin silk aro often finished at
the hem with three little ruffles. These
are only about three or four Inches
In width and are not gathered very
full. A plcot edging is used often
Instead of lace to finish them, or a
very narrow satin ribbon, perhaps
In a double lengthwise stripe.

Little purled Bleeves that come only
halfway to tho elbow are considered
very correct, and they go well with
the general empire contour of the
gown.

In linen dresses the empire waist
line has a belt of.the same that has

slot inset In the middle of It of an-

other color.

in Neckwear

The collar at tho right is one ot
several designs In which a double row
of tabs Is set on about the top. In
each of these designs the upper and
under row of tabs are unlike In shape
and length. Both are finished with
fine embroidery, and tho effect ot the
two thicknesses of sheer material is
Yery dalntyt

AH of these new collars set up very
close about the neck and" only a few
of them are suited to the short-necke-

figure. These are those having
wide standing band shaped to appar
ently lengthen tho neck, and a flaring
portion that extends only about the
sides and back. But the girl who can
not wear tho wide standing collar may
console herself by reflecting on how
well she can wear the fashionable
evening bodice, which leaves neck
and shoulders and arms uncovered

One should not fall to notice, when
considering neckwear, the "choker" of
narrow black velvet ribbon, about an
inch wide, which Is worn so effective;
ly with oventng gowns. It is fastened
with a little flat bow and a small
Fparkllng Jewel In a pin Is sometimes
set against it

the flowers are covered with the green
braid. The petals ot the flowers are
worked In yellow skeleton stitches,
whllo the centers ot the flowers are
filled in with brown French knots.
Boston Herald,

Discouraging.
The woman .who marries a man to

reform him must be discouraged to
see how much work one small speci-
men requires when an evangelist can
arise and have .thorn hitting the trail
by the hundreds, i

Because ot a lato ruling ot tho coun
ty clerk In which tho owner of an
oil lease Is forced to turn over to
tho lessee the royalty oil instead ot
Its equivalent, Sarah Rector, tho rich
est Negro girl In Oklahoma, and prob
ably In all tho world, now is receiving
In royalty $2,000 moro a month than
formerly.

Six hundred dollars a day was her
Income from ono of the most valuablo
oil land allotments In tho entire Oil- -

ton district. Her tract of land, which
is operated by U. B. Jones, millionaire
oil man, Is now producing in tho neigh
borhood of 160,000 barrels of crude oil

month. For her share: one-eight-

or 20,000 barrels a month, she was
getting 90 cents a barrel, or a total
of $18,000 a mpnth, giving her a daily
Income from her oil royalties of $600.

An additional ten cents a barrel pre
mium for her oil was obtained through
a decision by Federal Judge Campbell
of Muskogee, holding tbat an oil com
pany operating a tract ot land must
pay tho royalty In oil Instead of money
if tho landowner demnnds It. Tho
market price for oil Is 80 cents, but
a premium is being offered for oil as
the demand Is now greater than tho
supply. By demanding the payment
of tho royalty In oil Sarah Rector has
sold her oil to the Pierce Oil cor-
poration for 00 cents a barrel, or an
increase of $2,000 a month, or $6G a
day. The deal was mado for her
through her guardian, T. J. .Porter.

The Sarah Rector allotment has r.l- -

ways been a good revenue producer.
It has been producing oil for about
two years. She has received from her
land In royalty approximately $00,000
In cash up to May 1 of this year, and
on that dato her royalty oil that had
accumulated during the previous four
months was said at tho then market
price, 40 centB a barrel, netting her
an additional $05,000, or a total of
125,000. ..

The sale at that time was made
to B. B. Jones, tho operator of the
land, and the contract wbb continued
in force to sell the royalty oil as It
accumulated subject to termination at
ten days' notice.

The Sarah Rector land reached Its
high tide In production during tho
spring of this year. It was estimated
to be making 20,000 barrels a day dur-
ing April or 600,000 barrels for the
month, of which the little girl's share
was 75,000 barrels. For February the
Hector production from the deep sand
or Bartlesvllle was 300,000 barrels,
and for March it was 325,000 barrels.
uuring the spring months' It was
tho biggest producing property In tho
field.

Prior to getting the deen Band nrn.
ductlon the .Rector , land produced oil''

tha f ... i 1, .7v.a Mtjiuu ui zjjiuuuwer sana,
and during the last months of 1913
this amountnd to about $15,000 a
month.

When tho deal was mado last serine
whereby tho accumulation of royalty
was sold to B. B. Jones, It was esti-
mated that the Rector land would
yield to Its owner anywhere from
$100,000 to $125,000 In royalty during
tho succeeding four months, and It was
said that the tract would be a big
money maker for her for many years
to come.

With the recent increase In tho price
of crude oil, going to 80 cents a bar-
rel from 40 cents within a six weeks'
period, and with the federal court de-
cision separating tho royalty from that
of the producing company, the In-
come of Sarah Rector began again to
Increase, and for October she received

"Uncle Isham Griffin, who will bo
ono hundred and five years old next
March, was born- - near Augusta, Ga.,
and lives now in Chattanooga, Tenn.
He was ten years old when Napoleon
died. He was born before tho tele-
graph, the telephone, the phonograph,
or the motion picture The aero-
plane and the tireless cooker are nine-
ty years younger than Old Isham."

J. D. Clemmer, In the Chattanooga
Times, writes of him:

"Thirty years ago in my 'teens, I
stopped at his cabin and he was then
the oldest looking darky I had over
met. Since then at every election in
Benton, except the last one, I have
noticed a crowd gathered around him
after ho had voted tho ticket that be
always called upon Daniel Lillard for,

"The crowd always had him calling
turkeys, imitating tho gobbler, and
crowing like a rooster. These he did
to a finish, even completing the gar-
gling sounds following their most
strenuous efforts. The glass of cider
or other kind ot drink handed him on
such occasions, was too sacred a cus-
tom, for the law against treating on
election days to be thought of by any-

There aro twice as many people in
tho United States as in 1880, three
times as many as at the outbreak ot
the Civil war and five times as many
as in '49. The Increase between 1910
and 1915 Is said to have been equal
to the enttro population at the tlmo ot
the Revolution.

Ono baby out of five dies before It Is
a year old.

Australia yearly 'produces 225,000
tons of cano sugar.

Not Copied From the Jews.
Undoubtedly our present Thanks-

giving day has its prototype In the
Plymouth thanksgiving festival of
1621. It has been asserted repeatedly

that the Plymouth festival was sug-

gested to the Pilgrims by the Jewish
"Feast ot Ingathering." Tbat is not
probable, as the differences between
them are moro striking than the like-

nesses. They wero of the same dura-
tion, each lasting a week; and in com
mon with all other harvest festivals
they had the some Intent Out In the

approximately 18,000 In royalty for
hor 20,000 barrels, whllo for April she
received 30,000 for 76,000 barrels.

In clearing away their agricultural
exhibits from tho courthouse says a
dispatch from Normal, Ala., tho No-grb-

of Madison county wound-u- p ono
of tho most significant . agricultural
meetings which has ever been .hold
In this section. The meeting was
called to order by Prof. P. C. Parki,
director of agriculture at tho Agricul-
tural and Mechanical college for Ne-
groes' at Normal, and agonts for the
Smith-Leve- r extension fund in tho
Tennessee valley.

The courthouse was decorated with
the choicest products of tho Tennessee
valley nhd tho walls were placarded
with pointed epigrams which indicate
that tho Negroes are waking up to
the latest Ideas In farming. Tho ob-

ject of the conference was, "Alabama
Must Feed HerBelf.". Tho audience
was mado up principally of Negro ten-

ants and land owners, but there was
a largo number of whlto people pres-
ent also. Speeches were made by
prominent white landlords, among
them Mr. Roo of Triana. From Mr.
Roe's address it would appear that the
largo land owners of the Tennessee
valley are anxlousto Join In any move-
ment which will tend to Improve tho
efficiency and happiness of their ten-
ants.

The meeting was opened by David
A. Grayson, chairman ot the board of
trustees ot tho Agricultural and Me-

chanical collcgo at Normal, who In-

troduced Ed Johnston, who in turn
presented, Congressman B. B. Almon,
who delivered tho principal address.
Congressman Almon spoke at length
upon the natural resources of tho Ten-
nessee valley and the superior agri-
cultural advantages which It offers.
He said that the one-cro- p system has
throttled tho South Blnce the Civil
war' and caused tho southern farmers
to bo borrowers Instead ot lenders.
He said that only 15 per cent ot the
western farm landa are under mort-
gage, while 85 per cent of the south-
ern farm lands are under mortgage.
Congressman Almon favors a rural
credit system with low Interest and
long term paymonts. He seems to
regard rural credit, crop diversifica-
tion and intensive farming as the sal-

vation of the South.
Dr. W. H. Mlxon, presiding elder of

the Huntsvllle district of tho African
Methodist Episcopal church, mado a
very brief and apt response to tho ad-

dress of Congressman Almon In which
he urged more friendly relations be-

tween the races pnd paid high tribute
to the friendship of the' white man for
the Negro. . i . --.

In closing the conference, Prestdont
Buchanan called attention' to the fact
that In the Tennessee valley alone are
about 17,000 Negro tenants, 1,500 Ne-
gro farm owners nnd about 25,000 Ne-
gro boys and girls ot school age who
must be the future Negro farmers ot
this valley. This great host of 25,-00-0

Negro farm workers must ' be
taught to Improve their own efficiency
and tho productive power of the soil
which they cultivate and bo made bet-

ter satisfied with life upon tho farm.
To this end ho expressed great satis-
faction in tho fact that Negro ten-

ants and owners had assembled In this
conference and discussed In the most
encouraging manner the most funda-
mental problems of rural life, namely,
bettor farming, better religious and ed-

ucational facilities and better rela-
tions between landlords and tenants.

body. No one attempted to Influence
his vote because everybody knew that
he voted the same kind of ticket
'Uncle Dan Lillard' did.

Justice McCoy of tho federal Su- -

preme.court dlsmissed an amended bill
of complaint filed by II. N. Johnson ot
Louisiana and other colored men
against Secretary McAdoo ot the treas-
ury department. The plaintiffs, squght
to establish a lien for themselves and
the descendants of former slaves on
an alleged fund of $68,072,388:99 said
to have been collected by Internal rev-
enue officers on the cotton picked and
prepared for the market through tho
services of their ancestors, as slaves.

Secretary McAdoo, through United
States Attorney Lasltey and Assistant
United States Attorney Archer, moved
to quash the proceeding on the ground
that Mr. McAdoo had no personal in-

terest In tho fund In question, and that
tho proceeding was on attempt to sue
tho United States for property In'lts
possession. If the plaintiffs had any
right, the defendant clalmod, they bad
lost It by delaying too long their ef-

fort to establish It.

There Is more gold In tho United
States than In any other country In
the world. The latest treasury figures
show that on August 2, there was $2,.
066,399,539 In gold cash and bullion.

The total wealth, of the Unltdd
States, according to tho last pub-lishe- d

figures, is more than h

ot the aggregate of all tho nations, and
it Is rapidly Increasing, and there s
every indication that it will long re-
main the leading nation,, financially,
commercially and industrially.

Jewish festival sacrifice and worship
were the prevailing characteristics,
while In that of the Pilgrims they were
entirely wanting. i

8low to Find Favor In South.
In the South Thanksgiving day was

practically unknown till about 1855,
when Governor John of Virginia urged
the observance of the day in a Jetter
to the legislature; but the Idea met
with hot opposition, on the ground

that It was a ''New England superatl
Itlon,"
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Lesson
(By E. O, SELLERS, Acting Director ot

Sunday School Course of Moody Bible
Institute of Chicago.)

(Copyright, 191S. Weitcrn Ntwipaper Union.)'

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 19

FALL AND CAPTIVITY OF I8RAEL.

LESSON TEXT-- II Klnss 17:7, 14, W

(23).
GOLDEN TEXT-- He that after beln

reproved hardeneth hla neck shall aud-flen- ly

be destroyed. Prov, 19:1.
In tho swoop ot our six years' cyclo

of study wo prefer to consider this les-

son first and uso the Christmas story
(Luko 2:1-20- ) to Illustrate tho lovo ot
God which Israel (tho last ten tribes)
so basely outraged ere It passed Into ,

oblivion.
I. The d People, w.

Tho fact (v. G) of Israel's captivity
has always appealed to the Interest
and tho Imaginations of men. The
causo of the captivity was threefold
(1) They "had Binned" (v. 7). It
was not a slnglo offense but a course
or action which was performed (a)
openly, "walked" (v. 8). For 216 years
following Solomon's reign they had
been openly Idolatrous and trespassed
upon God's grace, (b) "Secretly" (v.
9), Hosca's reign was the same as
that ot his 18 predecessors. Doubt-
less ho was a good diplomat and poli-
tician, though his vacillation between
Egypt and Assyria brought ruin, but
In God's sight tbo secret acts .and
practices of the people were open
nnd known (Ps. 139:1-12- ; Heb. 5:13).
Many today do In Becret things "that
wero (aro) not right." L clearer lino
of demarcation between tho church
and tho world is sadly needed, (2)
They wore consecrated to evil (w.
10 11). To cover our sins .,1s not to
prosper (Prov. 28:13), but If we con-
fess our sins' God's Son will cover
them by the forgiveness of his atone-
ment (Ps. 32:1-5- ; I John 1:9). Israel
cared not, however, for his forgive-
ness, despite the fact It was he that
"brought them up out of tho land of
Egypt." It Is passing strange that
Israel should so fully violate the ex
press commands of God (Lov. 26:1;
Deut. 26:21; Ex. 20:3-5- , etc.). Somo
claim they did not possess the law.
It being of a later date, a

foolish proposition, but even so,
how can men of our time, violate so
many of tho plain precepts of the
word of God? Does this prove that
tho Bible does "ot exist? The an-
swer to this query Is a sufficient an-
swer to the destructive critics. Israel
"sets up Idols" (v. 10) and "burnt
sacrifice" (see Deut 12:31) which
things they did "to provoke tho Lord
to anger." (3) Thoy abandoned them-
selves to ovll. As though to remove
all possibility ot reformation they not
alone ".served Jdols" (v. 12) but "thoy
sold themselves to do that which was
evil" (v. 17). To summarize their part
In this transaction their conduct was
"ns did the heathen" (v. 11). Many pro-
fessing Christians cannot be distin-
guished from the. world and the Judg-
ment of God may be deferred for a
season, but it will ultimately be re-
vealed (I Tim. 5:24) or his word is
not truo.

II. The Sovereign God, vv. 14-1-

God's character and will bad been
fully sot before the nation (Ex. 20:

Repeated warnings (v. 13) had
been given by faithful prophets, also
repeated forglvlngs, yet Israel Is
(1) willful, they "would not hear" (v.
14), but deliberately followed In their
fathers' footsteps. (2) Proud and vain
(vv.'li, 15) and (3) utterly abandoned
(v. 17), and hence must receive the
Judgment ot God's righteous anger
(see Ex. 20), or else God Is not right-
eous. Ho ropeatedly sought to turn
mem asiae, out tney siew nis iaithful
prophets (Matt 21:33-39)- . God Is
calling In mercy with long suffering
in this present evil age; unbelief in
God and his word is still prevalent;
Bkepttclsm and loose morals every-
where abound, and shall God go on
and call forever?, (Prov. 29:1; I Pet.
3:9-10- ). Men need to realize tho
downward course of sin and beware
lest In 'continuous transgression ot
God'B love they suffer tho anger ot
Dlvlno righteousness.

III. The Savior of Men, Luke 2:1-20- .

God's love tor iBrael was manifest
(made plain) through his loving acts
and tho messages of warning pro-

claimed by bis prophets. But we have
a moro marvelous revelation of hla
love In the person ot his Son whose
birthday we are .about to observe,
Samaria lost its "crown, of pride' but,,
we may receive a crown of righteous-
ness as the "sons of pod" (John 1:
12; II Tim. 4:8), but not so unless
wo obey (John 14:23) bis word. The
coming of Jesus was the greatest
event in history he Is "Immanuel"

God with us, the living word, the un-
challenged fact of all facts. Born in
the center' ot the Roman world, at
tho exact date ot 'prophecy, at a time
ot universal world peace (about the
only such), and under a governmental
system .which made easy the propaga-
tion ot the Gospel .by language, roads
and civil authority1. It was also a
time "of religious unrest and ot intel-
lectual and moral awakening:

Let uc therefore take up tho an-
gelic praise (1) "Glory to God u the

hhlghest:" highest heavens, highest de
gree and quality ot praise of blm who,
is Infinitely wise and loving.

(21 "On earth pwee" with Gqd,
with tnan, In the Individual hear and
among the nations, ,

Peace at conscience because ot sins,
forgiven. In fact, all blessings, hap-
piness and prosperity because of peace
due to victory over sin which is the
dostroyer of peace.

(3) "Good will toward men," those
with whom God Is well pleased, and
Uod has good will only toward all
men.

He. loved sinful Israel and be loves
us so that he "gave bis only begotten5
Son that whosoever belleveth need
not perish but have' everlasting lfe."
Even as tho shepherds "found" the
Savior (v, 16) bo may all men wao
truly seek him (tleb. 11:6; Luke 18!
10).


